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t hat we p a ss e d a l aw w hich ba r r e d D o u g l a s County f r om
paying...as I understand it now Douglas County pays for the
third judge. Is that correct?

SENATOR BEUTLER: Douglas Co u n t y pa ys for the associate
Judges, r i gh t .

SENATOR LAMB: Th e associate judge, but you said t h at we
passed a law w hich now p rohibits Douglas County from
continuing that process?

S ENATOR BEUTLER: We p a s sed a law that repealed the s tatu t e
that allows them to appoint an associate judge, so with the
passage of Judge Mullen to the district court they would
have to appoint a new judge and they h av e no po w er t o d o so .

SENATOR LAMB: What bill was that that.
. .

SENATOR BEUTLER: L B 13 .

SENATOR LAMB: Who introduced the bill?

SENATOR BEUTLER: I did with some o ther s .

S ENATOR LAMB: O k a y , well I guess what I see here is that we
have, and correct me if I'm wrong, we have a situation he~e
where we' re pushing some more of the court costs over on the
state rather than on the county. Is that right?

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator I.amb, last year and unt i l t he
present change of Mullen to the district court, it ' s t r ue
that we were doing that as a matter of what I consider to be
and some others consider to be good public policy. But at
t hi s p o i n t i n time the question is deeper than that. It' s
not just a matter of which you prefer as a matter of public
policy but you need to get another judge there.

SENATOR LAMB: Wel l but the basic situation here t hat h a s
developed i s that first we passed a b i l l say i ng t h at t h e
c ounty c a n no t s u p p o r t the judge, that it has to b e a s t a t e
f unded ope r a t i on . Now we' re coming back with another b i l l
which say s we d ad t hi s t h a ng whi c h has a potential of
hurting the...damaging t he s i t u at i on xn Dou g l a s C ounty s o
now we' re u n d e r t he gun t o p as s a b i l l wh i c h ha s f und i ng of
595,000 o r so t o p i ck up t he tab which I'm sure you, as a
l awyer , kn e w t h i s w as coming d own t h e r oad w h e n y o u p a s s ed
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